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It’s a question too important to ignore in any  
examination of Australia’s energy options, but  
attracts immediate questions about the  
implications. Are nuclear power stations safe? 
What would we do with the wastes? Where would 
such power stations be located? How would they 
be cooled? Are they dangerously radioactive? Can 
they be the source of nuclear weapons? Is the 
regulatory environment adequate?  
 
On the other hand – Could they reduce emissions 
and help Australia meet its carbon reduction tar-
gets? Would they provide low-cost Baseload pow-
er, able to charge low-emission electric vehicles at 
night? Would they provide high level secure jobs – 
and more?  
 
The Academy of Technological Sciences and  
Engineering (ATSE), an independent body of  
professional engineers and technologists,  
believes the hesitant debate on nuclear energy in 
Australia needs to be responsibly refocused and 
reliably and factually informed. It is bringing  to-
gether highly respected international and national 
speakers – representing the broad spectrum of 
opinion on nuclear power – to lead open debate in 
this two-day conference on the key technological, 
economic, social and environmental issues relat-
ing to nuclear power generation.  

Session Chairs/Opening 
 

Delegates to the Nuclear Energy for Australia? Confer-
ence will hear an impressive array of speakers and ben-
efit from the direction of some of 
Australia’s most experienced people as session chairs, 
ensuring well-integrated sessions and 
cohesive panel discussions. 
 
The Opening Address will be delivered by Dr Alan 
Finkel AM FTSE, engineer, entrepreneur and philan-
thropist, Chancellor of Monash University and President 
of the Academy. 
 
Session Chairs are  
 Mr Martin Thomas AM FTSE, chair of ATSE’s Ener-

gy Forum and former head of SKM 
 Dr John Soderbaum FTSE, Director, ACIL Allen 

Consulting 
 Dr Erica Smyth FTSE, Chair, Toro Energy Ltd and 

Director, ANSTO 
 Mr Keith Orchison AM, Energy Commentator and 

former MD of ESAA 
 Mr Peter Laver AM FTSE, Former Director, ATSE 
 Professor John Boldeman FTSE, Nuclear Scientist 

and Accelerator Specialist 
 Mr Paul Hyslop, CEO ACIL Allen Consulting 
 Mr Richard Kell AM FTSE, Secretary ATSE NSW 

Division 
 

This is a “don’t miss” event if 
you’re part of—or interested 
in—the national debate about 

Australia’s energy options 
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Communiqué 
A key output from the Nuclear Energy for Australia? Conference will be a 
communiqué to be issued after the conference which will capture the issues 
captured during the conference and the delegates recommendations on how 
Australia can best address them. 
 
This task will be under the direction of Mr Peter Laver AM FTSE and a team 
of rapporteurs, including Dr Susan Pond AM FTSE, an ATSE Vice 
President. 
 
Provisions have been made in Session 5 and Session 10 – at the end of each 
day’s program – to canvas delegates’ views and capture the essence of the 
Conference thinking through the input of the rapporteurs.   
 
Conference organisers plan to consolidate this material into a concise  
communiqué which will be published and circulated to relevant government 
agencies and private and public sector organisations. 
 
 

Cocktail Reception 

On 25 July, at the conclusion of Day 1 of the Nuclear Energy for Australia? 
Conference, the NSW Government will host a cocktail reception for Confer-
ence delegates from 6.00pm to 8.00pm at the Powerhouse Museum, our 
Conference venue. 
 
This will be hosted by the NSW Government. 
 
Professor Mary O’Kane FTSE, NSW Chief Scientist and Engineer, will 
welcome guests and Dr David Cook FTSE, Chairman of the ATSE NSW 
Division, will deliver a vote of thanks. 
 
Delegates are warmly invited to attend this event. 

Panelists 
The status and experience of the panellists who will participate in open dis-
cussion at the end of each session of the Nuclear Energy for Australia? Con-
ference is an indicator of the quality of the presentations and debate dele-
gates can expect. 
 
They include 
 Mr Tony Irwin, Chairman Engineers Australia Nuclear Engineering Panel  
 Mr Ian Hore-Lacy, Director for Information, World Nuclear Association 

(London) 
 Dr Simon Longstaff, Executive Director, St James Ethics Centre 
 Professor Doug Boreham, McMaster University (Canada) 
 Professor John O’Connor FTSE, Head, School of Mathematical and 

Physical Sciences, Newcastle University 
 Mr Barry Murphy, Past Chairman and CEO, Caltex Australia 
 Mr Tony Wood, Director Energy, Grattan Institute 
 Mr Sandy Longworth AM, The Warren Centre, Sydney University 
 Dr Alex Wonhas, Director Energy Transformed Flagship, CSIRO 

 

Panel 
Discussions 
 
There will be generous 
provision for panel  
discussions on each day 
and an opportunity to 
engage in the communiqué 

Event Sponsors 

Event Host 
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