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National Radioactive Waste Management Facility 
Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Why have six sites been released and where are they located? 

28 voluntary land nominations were received in response to a call for nominations made by 

the Australian Government between March and May 2015. 

 

The Minister considered the nominations along with a range of advice, including the 

outcomes of a multi-criteria site assessment process. This assessment was conducted by 

the Department of Industry, Innovation and Science in consultation with the Independent 

Advisory Panel and Geoscience Australia. 

 

The Minister has announced six potentially suitable site nominations for community 

consultation in anticipation of a  decision to announce two to three sites for detailed site 

assessment and further consideration. 

 

The six sites are located across Australia in NSW, QLD, SA and NT. Details on the sites can 

be found at www.radioactivewaste.gov.au. 

 

2. Will all the nominations be made public? 

The location details for the six nominations announced for consultation have been made 

public.  

The regional areas from which other nominations were received will be provided following 

the completion of the consultation process and a decision on which nominations to approve 

for further assessment. 

 

Personal information, including names and documentary evidence of identity and land title 

are considered confidential and will not be released. 

 

3. Has anyone been forced to nominate land? 

No. The nomination process was entirely voluntary. 

 

4. Why is the Government doing this now? 

A purpose-built national facility is required to alleviate the pressure on the more than 100 

sites across Australia licensed to store low and intermediate-level radioactive waste and 

materials on an interim basis. 

 

It also representatives the safest, most cost effective option for long-term waste disposal 

and storage. 

http://www.radioactivewaste.gov.au/
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Most importantly, a national facility will ensure Australia can continue to conduct world-class 

research, produce valuable radioactive material for medical and other uses, and meet our 

international obligations. 

 

5. Will local communities get a say in whether nominated land should be a site for the 

facility and on the design of the facility? 

Yes. The Government is placing a strong emphasis on community consultation and 

engagement throughout the national facility project. 

The National Radioactive Waste Management Act 2012 (the Act) provides a minimum 60 

day period for public comment on the intention to approve shortlisted sites, in accordance 

with the requirements of the Act. The Department is extending this comment period to close 

on 11 March 2016. Comments received will form part of the Minister’s consideration on 

whether to approve these sites for detailed assessments. 

Once sites are approved, there will be ongoing opportunities for the community to be 

involved in the proposal through Regional Consultative Committees to be established by the 

government. 

The environmental and radiation protection regulatory approval processes that need to be 

satisfied in order for the project to proceed also have requirements for extensive community 

consultation. 

 

6. When will communities know for sure if they are going to host a waste facility? 

It is intended that a preferred site be identified in 2016. However final site selection would 

take place after consideration of the Detailed Business Case in 2017. 

 

Subject to regulatory approvals, the facility could be operational by 2021. 

 

7. What are the benefits for the local community?  

The host community stands to gain from the substantial investment that will be made in the 

project and the jobs generated during construction and operation. 

 

This will be in addition to the National Repository Capital Contribution Fund. The Fund 

requires the Commonwealth to direct fees collected from users of the facility to enhanced 

public services and infrastructure in the relevant State or Territory. The Fund must be 

credited with $10 million by the Commonwealth prior to commencement of operations. 

 

8. How will the land value be calculated if the Commonwealth acquires the site? 

Land value will be calculated with reference to the relevant process for valuing land under 

the Lands Acquisition Act 1989.  However as a guide the base formula is four times market 

value. 

 

9. What are the risks to human health and the environment associated with the facility? 

Australia’s nuclear industry has a strong safety record and the national facility will be 

established in accordance with international best practice.   
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All aspects of establishing the national facility, including site selection, construction and 

operation, will be subject to assessment under Australia’s strict environmental and radiation 

protection regulatory regimes. This requires the government to demonstrate that there will 

be no adverse impact on human health or the environment arising from the national facility.  

The regulatory assessment processes include extensive community consultation and 

provide opportunities for stakeholders and members of the public to provide submissions for 

consideration. 

 

10. What about impacts on the water table? 

The proposed facility will be for near surface disposal of low-level waste and above ground 

storage of intermediate-level waste. No waste will be disposed of or stored at any significant 

depth below ground level. 

 

The facility will be established in such a way to ensure the protection of water resources.  

Regulatory approvals are required at every stage in siting, designing and constructing, and 

operating the facility to ensure there is no adverse impact on the community or environment.   

Detailed site characterisation will be undertaken on shortlisted sites to ensure a full 

understanding of the natural systems around sites including surface and subsurface water 

systems.    

 

11. What about communities along the transport route? 

Transport of radioactive waste to the facility will require approval and licensing from the 

radiation protection regulator, the Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety 

Agency (ARPANSA). ARPANSA will conduct extensive consultation with these communities 

during consideration of the transport license application. 

The transport of radioactive materials including waste has an extremely strong safety record 

both in Australia and overseas. The transport of radioactive waste to the facility will be 

conducted under the most stringent safety requirements to ensure the protection of the 

community and environment. 

 

12. Will the facility be converted to an intermediate or high level waste disposal facility in 

the future? 

No. The facility will be established for disposal of low-level radioactive waste and storage of 

intermediate-level waste pending future disposal at another site. Intermediate waste will not 

be disposed of at the facility. No high-level waste will be managed at the facility. 

 

13. The Government has stated that the site will only accept nuclear waste generated in 

Australia. But if the site is successful, what’s to stop the government making money 

by accepting waste from other countries? 

The legislation for the national facility prohibits the acceptance of foreign generated 

radioactive waste at the facility. The national facility is for Australia’s radioactive waste only. 
 

14. Who will pay to build the facility and how much will it cost? 

The Australian Government will be responsible for the cost of identifying and constructing a 

suitable facility. 
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The final cost of the facility will depend on the characteristics of the site and the type of 

facility to be built.  

15. What is the difference between radiation and radioactivity? 

A radioactive atom is unstable because it contains extra energy. When this atom ‘decays’ to 

a more stable atom, it releases this extra energy as ionising radiation. 

 

16. What is Radiation? 

Radiation includes electromagnetic radiation (such as light and heat, microwaves, ultra-

violet, X-ray and gamma rays) and particles (such as alpha, beta and neutrons) which are 

emitted by some materials and carry energy. 

 

17.  What are the benefits of nuclear medicine? 

On average, every Australian can expect to have a nuclear medicine procedure that uses a 

radioisotope for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes at some stage in their life. Nuclear 

medicine and radiology are the medical techniques that involve the use of radiation or 

radioactivity to diagnose, treat and prevent disease. 

 

18. What about the views of Traditional Owners? 

A key part of the communications and engagement strategy will be consulting with 

indigenous representatives and Traditional Owners in the local communities. 

 

19. How is radioactive waste currently monitored by the Australian Nuclear Science and 

Technology Organisation (ANSTO) at Lucas Heights? 

ANSTO has safely managed radioactive waste for over 60 years and places the highest 

priority on the safe management of waste and used fuel. A dedicated team at ANSTO have 

tools and equipment that monitor the local environment 24 hours a day. This environmental 

monitoring has taken place since the start of work at Lucas Heights, with many published 

reports on the status of the local environment.  

 

The radiation levels in the local area, stormwater, groundwater and surrounding creeks and 

atmosphere are routinely measured and reported to the nuclear regulator, Australian 

Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (ARPANSA), and the general public. 

ANSTO is regulated by the independent safety regulator, ARPANSA, who is charged with 

the responsibility to protect the health and safety of people, and the environment. 

 

20. What about Environmental Protection?  

Environmental protection is always considered when planning and undertaking major capital 

works and any proposed radiation facilities are assessed under the Environment Protection 

and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.  Proposals for new (or modifications to existing) 

facilities or processes also undergo a rigorous internal safety, regulatory and environmental 

assurance process. 


